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House of Burgess: A kindler, gentler Ku Klux 
Klan? 


Montana group welcomes all races, religions, sexual orientations 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Are you a resident of the Pacific Northwest, at least 18 years of age and 
harbor unspecified hate in your heart? John Abarr of Great Falls, Montana, 


has a deal for you. 


“One of Montana’s most well-known white supremacists is recruiting 
members for a new Ku Klux Klan, one which he said will be all-inclusive and 


shows he no longer holds supremacist views,” reported Kristen Cates of the 


Great Falls Tribune Nov. 3. “The Rocky Mountain Knights ... will not 


discriminate against people because of race, religion or sexual orientation.” 


Abarr has received push-back from every direction, including Bradley 
Jenkins, imperial wizard of the United Klans of America. “[Abarr is] going 
against everything the bylaws of the constitution of the KKK say,” Jenkins 


told Cates. 


I’ve always been amused by instances when the Klan shows its softer side. 
As I wrote in my Aug. 15, 2012, column, “Fred Phelps’ marketing lesson,” a 
group of 10 counter-protesters from a branch of the KKK in Virginia, called 
the Knights of the Southern Cross, took offense to the Westboro Baptist 
Church’s picket of the 2011 Memorial Day observances at the Tomb of the 


Unknowns. 


Back when I was an education reporter for the Reporter-Times in 
Martinsville, I spoke with author Stetson Kennedy, who infiltrated the KKK 
and other white supremacist groups in the years after World War II. In 
1954, Kennedy authored a popular memoir titled “I Rode With the Ku Klux 
Klan,” re-issued as “The Klan Unmasked,” that exposed the inner-workings 


of the group. 


Kennedy died in 2011, but when I had the opportunity to interview him, we 
shared a laugh at the idea of Klan bylaws — called the “Kloran” — 


specifying the need for a Benevolence Committee to “send flowers, get well 


cards and look after and make reports on sick and needy Klansmen families 
in need.” (They wouldn’t want to do something rude like not send a get-well 


card. People might start saying they’re insensitive.) 


After a years-long court battle, the Klan even erected a sign and adopted a 
stretch of Interstate 55 on Nov. 30, 1999, in south St. Louis County, 
Missouri. “Someone sawed [the sign] down that night,” reported Joel 
Currier of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch Jan. 20, 2012. “On Feb. 10, 2000, a 
few hours after the state put the sign back up, a man from Park Hills, 
Missouri, sawed it down again. Police arrested him, but the state never 
replaced the sign. A few weeks later, state lawmakers named that stretch of 


highway after Rosa Parks.” 


This most recent glimpse of a kindler, gentler Klan spirit came as a shock to 
me, as this message was far out of step from what I heard from them 
recently. As I wrote in my Nov. 19 column, “Missouri’s state of pre- 
emergency,” members of the Traditionalist American Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan — led by Frank Ancona, imperial wizard — passed out flyers in the St. 
Louis area threatening violent protesters with lethal force. On Nov. 25, the 
day after the grand jury decision of no indictment of Ferguson, Missouri, 
police officer Darren Wilson in the shooting of Michael Brown was 
announced, I spoke with Heidi Beirich, director of the Intelligence Project at 


the Southern Poverty Law Center, which tracks extremist groups. 


“The Klan is the oldest domestic terrorist group in the United States,” she 
told me. “It’s a hate group. This multicultural stuff is just ridiculous.” She 
said the once-unified organization is now splintered into about 130 factions. 
“They all in-fight all the time,” Beirich told me. “The Klan is sort of a 


shadow of its former self.” 


I had always thought the Klan, even today, spoke with one voice. In reality, 
Ancona wants to shoot black people and Abarr wants to know when he can 


schedule their hood and robe fittings. 


Abarr refuses to say how many members he’s attracted. I would be 
surprised if anyone has joined him. Who would want to be the first non- 
straight, non-white candidate to take him up on his offer? And whom will 


they have left to hate once they do? 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


